CAPE ELIZABETH TOWN COUNCIL WORKSHOP AGENDA
Cape Elizabeth Town Hall

Tuesday, June 15, 2010

7:30 p.m. 

1. Review of Comprehensive Plan Implementation Progress 

Link to Progress Report  
2. Review of Draft Communications Strategy 

Link to Draft   
3. Effective Citizen Participation Goals Discussion 


2010 Town Council Goals   
4. Other Business 
Link to Comprehensive Plan Section of Town Website 
Link to 2007 Comprehensive Plan PowerPoint Presentation  
Link to 2007 Adopted Comprehensive Plan (14 Mb file) 
Link to Maine Regulations Governing Comprehensive Plans 
Link to State Prepared Comprehensive Plan Self-Assessment Checklist
Criteria for Growth Area Exemption 
Maine Statute Requiring Growth Areas http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/30-A/title30-Asec4326.html 
3-A. Guidelines for policy development and implementation strategies.  In developing its strategies and subsequent policies, programs and land use ordinances, each municipality or multimunicipal region shall employ the following guidelines consistent with the goals of this subchapter: 

A. Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph, identify and designate geographic areas in the municipality or multimunicipal region as growth areas and rural areas, as defined in this chapter. 

(1) Within growth areas, each municipality or multimunicipal region shall:

(a) Establish development standards;

(b) Establish timely permitting procedures;

(c) Ensure that needed public services are available; and

(d) Prevent inappropriate development in natural hazard areas, including flood plains and areas of high erosion.

(2) Within rural areas, each municipality or multimunicipal region shall adopt land use policies and ordinances to discourage incompatible development. These policies and ordinances may include, without limitation, density limits, cluster or special zoning, acquisition of land or development rights, transfer of development rights pursuant to section 4328 and performance standards. The municipality or multimunicipal region should also identify which rural areas qualify as critical rural areas as defined in this chapter. Critical rural areas must receive priority consideration for proactive strategies designed to enhance rural industries, manage wildlife and fisheries habitat and preserve sensitive natural areas. 

(3) A municipality or multimunicipal region may also designate as a transitional area any portion of land area that does not meet the definition of either a growth area or a rural area. Such an area may be appropriate for medium-density development that does not require expansion of municipal facilities and does not include significant rural resources. 

(4) A municipality or multimunicipal region is not required to identify growth areas within the municipality or multimunicipal region for residential, commercial or industrial growth if it demonstrates, in accordance with rules adopted by the office pursuant to this article, that: 

(a) It is not possible to accommodate future residential, commercial or industrial growth within the municipality or multimunicipal region because of severe physical limitations, including, without limitation, the lack of adequate water supply and sewage disposal services, very shallow soils or limitations imposed by protected natural resources; 

(b) The municipality or multimunicipal region has experienced minimal or no residential, commercial or industrial development over the past decade and this condition is expected to continue over the 10-year planning period; 

(c) The municipality or multimunicipal region has identified as its growth areas one or more growth areas identified in a comprehensive plan adopted or to be adopted by one or more other municipalities or multimunicipal regions in accordance with an interlocal agreement adopted in accordance with chapter 115 with one or more municipalities or multimunicipal regions; or 

(d) The municipality or multimunicipal region has no village or densely developed area.

(5) (rp) 

(6) A municipality or multimunicipal region exercising the discretion afforded by subparagraph 4 shall review the basis for its demonstration during the periodic revisions undertaken pursuant to section 4347-A; [2007, c. 247, §3 (AMD).]
